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for the nomads, eager for the produce of the cultivated lands,
and for kings, greedy for the wealth of the cities. Again, the
cities have always drawn traders and artisans to them, whether
it was Alexandria and Antioch under the Romans, Damascus,
Baghdad and Basra under the Arabs or Cairo and once more
Alexandria in recent generations. Finally, at times religious or
political persecution has driven refugees in larger or smaller
numbers from surrounding regions into the countries with which
this study deals, or else from one part of those countries to another.

These movements have been facilitated by the existence during
long periods of great Empires including some or all of the Arab
countries and others besides, and within which the conditions for
free movement existed.

(iii) Often these two factors worked together: tribal and
national differences took on a religious colouring. There were
conflicts and tensions, or at least consciousness of difference,
between different waves of immigration, tribes or peoples coming
from different points of the compass, or from different parts of
Arabia. Sometimes these differences expressed themselves, and
were in turn perpetuated, by religious, divisions.

(iv) To sectarianism and tribalism a third factor was often
added: this was localism, an intense local loyalty which preserved
and strengthened religious and linguistic differences. In certain
regions, localism is encouraged by the geographical structure.
This is particularly true of the mountains and valleys of Lebanon
and Kurdistan., easily defensible, off the main routes of war and
trade, and not worth the while of governments to control and
penetrate. Another cause of localism was the deficiency of
communications. With some exceptions, for example the Roman
period, roads were badly kept up, law and order were almost
wholly absent outside the coasts and river-valleys and means of
transport were scarce. Thus the tendency to uniformity was
very limited; groups could live their own life and develop their
own community. (But this is less true of Egypt, where the
Nile links together practically all the habitable regions^ since
almost all of them lie along its course.)

-Political Ideas

Once a minority had come into existence or had entered this
region feom dsewiiere, it was helped to preserve its distinctive
character and life by the political conceptions which prevailed